


JUVENILE FIRESETTING:

A Community Guide to Prevention and Intervention

TABLE OF CONTENTS

P aCE e 4

A Note About Language:

Fireplay and Firesetting........c.cccccceviniiiiiininicinnnne. 5

Acknowledgements ..........cccocceiiiiiiiiiiininiiiicns 6

ADbout the AULROLS .veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 7

About Fireproof Children/

Prevention First Company .........ccccoiiiiinininnnn. 8

Foreword by Frank A. McGarry .....ccccoevveevncennne. 9

Glossary of Terms ......ccoceveeueveeerinneererecrenenennenenes 10

Section 1: Understanding the Problem ............. 11
Chapter 1

Children and Fire coooooeioeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 12
Chapter 2

Why Children Play With Fire........cccocccinieee. 21
Chapter 3

What Works?

Keeping Children Safe from Fire.......................... 26
Chapter 4

When Fire Involvement Means More .................. 35

Section 2: The Fire Service Role..........cu.......... 39
Chapter 5

Effective Information Gathering .........ccccccueueuennes 40
Chapter 6

Interviewing: A Step-by-Step Guide.................... 46
Chapter 7

Essentials of Interviewing ..........cccccoieiiiiiiiinnes 58

Section 3: EUcation .....cccceueeeeeeeenieenceenneeennenns 66
Chapter 8

Community Education.......ccoccceeeeeineinicnncnnas 67
Chapter 9

Individual Educational Interventions.................... 71
Chapter 10

Classroom and Firehouse Education........cc.c......... 79
3

Section 4: The Mental Health

Professional’s Role .........coovuiivvniiininiiinnnnnnnnns 87
Chapter 11
Assessment Approaches and Tools...........c.c.cueuee.. 88
Chapter 12
Cognitive/Behavioral Interventions ..........c.cc........ 94

Section 5: Juvenile Firesetting and the

Community ......ceevvivueeeeiiiinnneeciniinneeeeesinnneeees 99
Chapter 13
Involving the Community.........ccccoeiiiiiiincnnns 100
Chapter 14
Building Effective Community Coalitions.......... 105
Appendices
A. About Our Statistics......coeereerererreerreereenenes 120
B. References.......ccccovceiiiiiiniiiiiiicniciicicee 122
C. Products and Services Available from

Fireproof Children/Prevention First............. 127
D. Internet Resources .........cocccrviiiniciiiicncnnennne 129
E. Sample Program Agreement

(Fire Stoppers of King County).................... 133
F. Sample Community Partner Data Form

(Kansas State Fire Marshal)........ccccooeenen.... 136
G. Recommended Funding Sources

tor Community Coalitions.........cccccceeeruenee. 137
H. Sample Waiver for

Smoke Alarm Installation.........ccccccceeeurucucne. 138

1. Juvenile Firesetter Intervention
Program Planning Exercise

(Kansas State Fire Marshal)..........cccoc......... 139

Juwvenile Firesetting: A Community Guide to Prevention and Intervention



